
 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 
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the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 
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reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
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championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 
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Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 
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healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 
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For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
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wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 
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 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 
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reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 
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back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
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• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 
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We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 
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five. 
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This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
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instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
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to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
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will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
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record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 
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turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 
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club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 
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record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
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problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 
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it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
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days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
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Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 
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unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
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More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
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 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 
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Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 
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will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
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day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 
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in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
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Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 
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Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 



 
June 2018 Club Newsletter

From the Captain: 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and also welcome to the 
warmer weather at last - and last I sincerely hope it does. 

For various reasons we have disappointingly lost three 
members of the Council since the AGM in December.   We 
have however been joined by Campbell Harvey whose 
knowledge of the Junior Section will be very welcome.   I 
extend an invitation to all members to get in touch with 
either our Club Manager or myself if you wish to join us on 
what remains of the term. 

I can assure you the remaining members of the Council are 
working hard to maintain the previous high standards set 
and pleasingly have to report that after a difficult start to the 
year, financial matters have improved greatly and we are on 
course, at this time, to once again be in the black come the 
end of the financial year. 

In May I invited new members who have joined our Club 
since October to come along to a “Welcome Night” and I 
was delighted a dozen managed to attend for a brief history 
of Muir of Ord Golf Club from its inception to the present 
day.  It was heartening to see seven new lady members there 
and shows our Club and the Ladies Section in particular is 
doing great work in spreading the word. 

All Open Competitions have been very well supported so far 
this season and generally entry numbers continue to rise.   
Also on the increase is the Visitor numbers and we wait with 
interest to see any comments left by them on our facilities 
and course. 

We are honoured to be the chosen venue for the Scottish 
Left Handed Championships this year and already there are 
healthy entry numbers.   We are delighted to have secured 
substantial advertising sponsorship from DC Thomson Ltd 
and a number of adverts will be appearing in the P&J and 
the “Sunday Post” both of which will, we hope boost entries 
even more.   We have already surpassed the number of 
entries at Newtonmore last year with time to spare.   Let’s 
hope for good weather and a Muir of Ord winner!  

Work will soon be underway to complete the UPVC facia 
installation to the Clubhouse under the leadership of Tom 
MacKenzie and we are indebted to him for his excellent 
workmanship to date. 

We have received a supply of Muir of Ord Golf Club car 
stickers which are for sale in the shop for £1 each.   This is 
yet another way to advertise our Club so be sure to buy one 
when next in the shop. 

 

Last month I attended the Clubhouse when Moureen 
MacMillan presented a cheque to Hannah MacSween of the 
Muir Hub on behalf of the Ladies Section for the sum of 
£763 following their Charity Day.   

We have had a run of Holes-in-One at our Club recently and 
congratulations go to Ross Thomson for his on the 14th 
April at the 13th when playing in the Alex Olson Trophy.   
To Gordon MacKenzie on 19th April at the 5th, Donald 
Forbes on 4th May at the 13th whilst playing in the Friday 
Seniors and Richie Foran who achieved a hole in one at the 
13th in the Open Texas Scramble on Saturday 2nd June.   
Inverness visitor Ian Martin achieved the feat on 6th May 
again at the 13th whilst taking part in an outing.   Well done 
all!   Appropriate Certificates have been presented to all 
five. 

On 31st May a new telephone system was installed on our 
premises.   There is an option menu which will allow you to 
be directed to either the office, shop or bar and caterers.   
This will obviously save John, our Manager from having to 
direct calls and give him more time to spend on other 
matters.   If you find any difficulties or come across any 
problems with the system please report it to him 
immediately. 

As you will be aware, last year Past Captain Allan Pollock 
and several more “youthful” members of our Club 
completed a sponsored 72 hole challenge over our course in 
one day raising over £2000 which was divided equally 
between our Club and the Muir Hub Seniors Lunch Club.   
Whilst accepting I was being thrown a gauntlet, in a rash 
moment I approached our Manager and asked if he thought 
it possible for the two of us to play all of the seven James 
Braid Highland Golf Trail courses over the space of two 
days!   As you may be aware the Trail was something I 
instigated last year and I continue to promote it as best I can 
for the benefit of all seven Clubs involved, not least Muir of 
Ord.   I have secured the approval from the six other Clubs 
to allow us free play and if available the use of a buggy.   
Two of the Clubs do not have such things unfortunately!   
We have chosen the 15th and 16th July for the challenge and 
will be looking for donations which again will be equally 
divided between Club funds and on this occasion the 
Highland Hospice.   To add to the appeal everyone who 
makes a donation will be asked to guess the total number of 
strokes taken by us both to play the seven courses.   The 
winner will be the person whose guess is nearest to the 
correct number and they will receive a bottle of Singleton 
Glen Ord. 



The Highland Hospice is a palliative care facility in 
Inverness but serves all of the North and I’m sure many of 
you will have been touched by the wonderful standard of 
care found there.   I have been in touch with the Fundraising 
Manager at the Hospice and she is delighted we have chosen 
to support them and she will ensure we get as much 
publicity as possible for the challenge.   Let’s hope we can 
raise as much as possible for both venues.   Sponsor Forms 
will soon be making an appearance and your donation will 
be greatfully received. 

The qualifying rounds of all Club Championships are fast 
approaching and I wish all participants well. 

Finally, it has been good to see our President Eveline Hutton 
back on the course after her knee surgery and I’m sure it 
won’t be long before she manages a full round. 

Hamish A. Milne 

Club Captain 

GREENS  

The spell of dry weather is restricting grass growth on the 
course and the fairways are starting to get brown and fast!  
Watering of the greens is being carried out by the greens 
staff to help wash in the fertiliser and keep the greens in 
reasonable shape.  However, the growth is still slow and 
preventing the greens reaching their full potential. 

You may have noticed that the first cut has been extended 
out further on both sides of the 9th hole and the right hand 
side of the 11th fairway.  Thus, the rough is not quite so 
penal on these holes!  The bank in front of the 14th tee has 
also been well trimmed which makes it less of a problem if 
you are short of this tee.  Overall the course is in very good 
condition and receiving praise from visitors for its good 
condition. 

We have had a problem with youngsters coming onto the 
course during Easter school holidays and turning on the 
irrigation taps besides the greens resulting on flooding in 
these areas.  As a result, the water has been turned off on the 
north side of the railway line, I.e. holes 5 to 15.  The 
consequences of this were that water was not available at the 
taps at the 5th & 15th tees for a few weeks.  The water is now 
turned back on throughout the course. 

Divot hole repairs will be carried out in the next 1 – 2 weeks 
and we are looking for volunteers to help with this.  John or 
Hamish will put out an email when Jim Hamilton is wanting 
help to carry out this work. 

David Scrimgeour 

Greens Convenor 

 

 

RULES IS RULES! 

As you will be aware the Rules of Golf are many and many 
are – to say the least – rather difficult to understand or 
comprehend. Nevertheless, we should do our best to adhere 
to the rules and, at least, make ourselves aware of the basics. 
With that in mind you can get a copy of the Quick Guide to 
the Rules of Golf from John, our Club Manager. Copies of 
the Rules of Golf are also to hand both in the Clubhouse or, 
once again, directly from John. 

In the meantime I’d like to draw your attention to 3 
situations which may prove useful in the playing of the 
game. 

• You have hit a reasonable drive off the 6th tee but, 
unfortunately, the ball bounces left into a bush. You decide 
that the ball is unplayable. You have 3 options i.e. under 
penalty of one shot take a drop within two club lengths (not 
nearer the hole). The ball can travel the equivalent of two 
club lengths from the spot where it strikes the ground – if 
the ball travels more than two club lengths then it must be 
re-dropped. If the ball again travels more than two club 
lengths then it must be placed at the point where it strikes 
the ground. Your second option would be to take your ball 
back – as far as you wish – keeping it in line with where 
your ball was and the flagstick. Thirdly, you can take the 
ball back to the tee – teeing your ball and hitting another tee 
shot.  

• You hit a drive off the 14th tee but overcook the 
shot and it flies into a bush. You can play a provisional ball 
but you must inform your fellow competitors that it is a 
‘provisional ball’. If you don’t then the ball will be the ball 
in play and your original ball will be deemed lost. Note: 
saying ‘I’ll hit again’ or ‘I’ll reload’ won’t do. Rather 
pedantic but that’s the Rule!  

• If you want to have the flagstick tended when you 
are playing a shot from off the green you can do so. 

If you have a query regarding any aspect of the Rules please 
feel free to contact me if you think I can help 
(07857034163). 

More on the Rules in the next Newsletter – bet you can’t 
wait! 

 Allan Pollock (Scottish Golf Rules Qualified – honestly!) 

SNIPPETS 

 Norma Scrimgeour, Captain SVLGA (Highland), 
reports that the Scottish Veterans Ladies’ Golf 
Association (Highland) held their annual 
championship at The Nairn Golf Club on 17th and 
18th May 2018.   Ninety-two competitors took part 
on the 17th May with 4 scratch and 4 handicap 
players progressing to the knock-out stages of the 
competition on the 18th May.   Our Muir of Ord 



member, Clare Dingwall was the leading qualifier 
in the handicap section.   She defeated Mary 
Cameron of Inverness at the 20th hole in the semi-
final to go through to the final.   In spite of putting 
up a good fight she was defeated by Aileen Stone 
from Nairn in the final.   Congratulations Clare you 
did our Club proud! 

 We are still looking for more Helpers for our 
Juniors and I know I probably sound like a broken 
record but it really would be assisting our Level 2 
Coach Bert Nicholson if more members would 
support the invaluable work he is doing for the 
future of our Club. 

 On Wednesday, 6th June, a nine-hole Junior 
competition known as “The Road to Spey Valley” 
was held at our Club comprising of teams made up 
of one adult and three juniors, one of which had to 
be a girl and one a primary school pupil.   The prize 
on offer was entry to a Nine Hole Final at Spey 
Valley on 23rd June with a Skills Challenge and 
Exhibition demonstration by two Tour 
Professionals.   They will also be able to spectate at 
the SSE Scottish Hydro Challenge Tour that day. 

 The winners going forward to represent our Club 
were Graeme MacRae, Marcus MacRae, Fraser 
Coyne and Melissa Graham.   Congratulations and 
hope you do well at Spey Valley. 

 Ready Golf – Hit a tee shot if the person with the 
honour is delayed in being ready to play. 

 

 


