
 

April 2018 Club Newsletter
From the Captain: 

“In like a lion, out like a lamb.”   Well that is what I had 
been hoping for in March after all the snow, sleet, ice and 
bitterly cold winds we have been having of late but it seems 
we have not yet seen the end of the bad weather. 

What a difference a year makes!  On 28th February, 2017 
our Club held an Open Scramble which attracted an almost 
full house.  On the same date this year we would have been 
lucky to see the course or pull the flags out of their holes. 

Still, let’s not dwell on what might have been but let’s push 
on with the new season which is now up and running.   

You will have noticed a number of new faces around our 
Club of late and a warm welcome is extended to Miai 
Mackenzie and Joe MacLean in the Bar and to Gerry 
McCready in the shop.   Gerry was previously employed in 
a similar role at Fortrose and Rosemarkie Golf Club so is 
well up to speed on most of our systems. 

Along the same lines, our Head Greenkeeper Jim Hamilton 
has intimated his intention to retire at the end of August this 
year.   Jim has been employed at our Club for over 30 years 
and his knowledge of our course and his greenkeeping 
experience will be sadly missed.   I have set in motion a 
process and timetable to seek a replacement for Jim and am 
aware the position is arguably the most important at our 
Club.  I can assure members the utmost care will be taken in 
our efforts to make the correct appointment.   

The Council are working hard to make up the losses felt as a 
result of the lengthy course closures over the past few 
months and following on from the successful Sports Quiz, a 
General Knowledge Quiz was held on 30th March.   A great 
turnout of 16 Teams competed and congratulations to Team 
“Four Under Par” comprising of Stephen Forbes, George 
Sutherland, Bob Torrance and Ian Petrie who came out on 
top.   I must give a special thanks to Council Member 
Gordon MacIntosh who after only a “little” pressure rose to 
the task and not only compiled the questions but acted as  

 

 

Quizmaster on the night.   Also a thank-you to his son 
Graham and daughter-in-law Denise for their valued 
assistance in calculating the scores.  

 The 10th Annual Sports Quiz was held at the end of 
February and attracted eight teams on a bitterly cold Friday 
evening.  After a keenly contested quiz the eventual winners 
were, once again, “The Bob Moir Fan Club”.  They already 
have their name on the Sports Quiz Shield no fewer than 4 
times but they were run close on this occasion by “The 
Outsiders”.  Well done to John MacKay, Graham McIntosh, 
Graeme Mellis and Trevor Cameron for clinching the title 
by 4 points.  Will they win again in 2019?  Probably – but 
you never know! 

For those of you who have been out on our course over the 
last few weeks, I hope you have noticed the vast reduction 
in the amount of litter lying about.   I am indebted to Mike 
Fraser who spent the largest part of two days gathering ten 
black bags of litter.  I have always felt it was a problem on 
our course and considering the number of litter bins in place 
I see no reason why that should be.   If you have pride on 
your course then please make use of the bins.   Thanks again 
Mike for a job very well done! 

Exploratory work continues regarding the possibility of an 
on course toilet.   If such a structure is to be put in place, the 
most viable option would seem to be with a connection to a 
septic tank and with a possible location near to the 12th Tee.   
It is still early days and as yet no costings have been 
obtained although we have consulted SEPA who at this 
early stage have no objection to our suggestions.   I would 
welcome views on any alternative location and also any 
offer of professional advice so the matter may be 
progressed.  

Being a Lefty, I am especially excited by the confirmation 
our Club has been chosen to hold the Scottish Left-Handed 
Championships this year.   To be held on 17th June and 
open to all players up to 28 handicap this will hopefully 
attract “lefties” from all over.   We await an entry from 
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General Knowledge Quiz was held on 30th March.   A great 
turnout of 16 Teams competed and congratulations to Team 
“Four Under Par” comprising of Stephen Forbes, George 
Sutherland, Bob Torrance and Ian Petrie who came out on 
top.   I must give a special thanks to Council Member 
Gordon MacIntosh who after only a “little” pressure rose to 
the task and not only compiled the questions but acted as  

 

 

Quizmaster on the night.   Also a thank-you to his son 
Graham and daughter-in-law Denise for their valued 
assistance in calculating the scores.  

 The 10th Annual Sports Quiz was held at the end of 
February and attracted eight teams on a bitterly cold Friday 
evening.  After a keenly contested quiz the eventual winners 
were, once again, “The Bob Moir Fan Club”.  They already 
have their name on the Sports Quiz Shield no fewer than 4 
times but they were run close on this occasion by “The 
Outsiders”.  Well done to John MacKay, Graham McIntosh, 
Graeme Mellis and Trevor Cameron for clinching the title 
by 4 points.  Will they win again in 2019?  Probably – but 
you never know! 

For those of you who have been out on our course over the 
last few weeks, I hope you have noticed the vast reduction 
in the amount of litter lying about.   I am indebted to Mike 
Fraser who spent the largest part of two days gathering ten 
black bags of litter.  I have always felt it was a problem on 
our course and considering the number of litter bins in place 
I see no reason why that should be.   If you have pride on 
your course then please make use of the bins.   Thanks again 
Mike for a job very well done! 

Exploratory work continues regarding the possibility of an 
on course toilet.   If such a structure is to be put in place, the 
most viable option would seem to be with a connection to a 
septic tank and with a possible location near to the 12th Tee.   
It is still early days and as yet no costings have been 
obtained although we have consulted SEPA who at this 
early stage have no objection to our suggestions.   I would 
welcome views on any alternative location and also any 
offer of professional advice so the matter may be 
progressed.  

Being a Lefty, I am especially excited by the confirmation 
our Club has been chosen to hold the Scottish Left-Handed 
Championships this year.   To be held on 17th June and 
open to all players up to 28 handicap this will hopefully 
attract “lefties” from all over.   We await an entry from 



 

April 2018 Club Newsletter
From the Captain: 

“In like a lion, out like a lamb.”   Well that is what I had 
been hoping for in March after all the snow, sleet, ice and 
bitterly cold winds we have been having of late but it seems 
we have not yet seen the end of the bad weather. 

What a difference a year makes!  On 28th February, 2017 
our Club held an Open Scramble which attracted an almost 
full house.  On the same date this year we would have been 
lucky to see the course or pull the flags out of their holes. 

Still, let’s not dwell on what might have been but let’s push 
on with the new season which is now up and running.   

You will have noticed a number of new faces around our 
Club of late and a warm welcome is extended to Miai 
Mackenzie and Joe MacLean in the Bar and to Gerry 
McCready in the shop.   Gerry was previously employed in 
a similar role at Fortrose and Rosemarkie Golf Club so is 
well up to speed on most of our systems. 
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