
 

January 2018 Club Newsletter
From the Captain: 

In this my first Newsletter may I take the opportunity to 
wish you all a Safe, Healthy and Happy 2018. 

I am extremely honoured to have been elected Captain of 
Muir of Ord Golf Club and will endeavour, with the help of 
your newly elected Council, to not only maintain but 
improve the high standards reached over the past number of 
years.   This will not be an easy task but one which I and the 
Council will take on with enthusiasm. 

Our Past Captain, Allan D Pollock oversaw two consecutive 
years of financial growth.   He achieved this by careful 
monitoring of expenditure, encouraging Council members in 
the promotion of our Club and of course by leading the 
submission which was recognised with the “Club of the 
Year 2016” award.   His achievements will, rightly so, 
forever be noted in the history of our Club. 

I have to admit my term in office has not gone off to the best 
of starts!   Being a golf club I believe members should be 
seen on the golf course but due to the severe cold weather 
and continuous snow showers we have encountered since 
the week prior to Christmas parts of the course were more 
suited to the game of curling or indeed skiing!   Hopefully 
we will have a break in the weather soon and normal service 
will be resumed. 

The “Sair Heid” Competition had to be cancelled because of 
the weather of course but it was gratifying to see 60-70 
people come along and enjoy the music and fayre on offer.   
I’m sure the name of the competition aptly suited some the 
following day! 

The first Council meeting was held on 18th January.   I 
welcomed back those who were continuing their term and 
those whose nominations were approved at the Annual 
General Meeting.   I gave a special welcome to Michael 
Hind, David Stuart and Moureen MacMillan whom I had 
invited to fill the three remaining vacancies on the Council.   
The following Convenors were appointed:- 

SHOP - Alex Ramsay 

 

HOUSE - Alex Ramsay 

GREENS - Barrie Roberts 

FINANCIAL - Tom Speirs 

HANDICAPS & COMPETITIONS - Gordon McIntosh 

HEALTH & SAFETY - Paul Brindle 

SOCIAL - Paul Brindle 

MARKETING - David Stuart 

The remaining members of the Council have been selected 
to join the various Convenors in their respective Sub-
Committees.    Please feel free to approach any of the 
Convenors or indeed any Council member with comments 
or suggestions which you feel may, in any way, contribute 
to the running of our Club. 

With the course being closed for such an inordinate period 
of time there will undoubtedly be a drop in income and we 
look to the members to support the bar and restaurant where 
a warm and friendly welcome is assured.   Our Caterers 
have enticing offers which you will find hard to match and I 
would urge you to give them your support. 

It is recognised not all members of our Club have access to a 
computer and many items of information have been 
circulated that way in the past resulting in those members 
missing out on potentially important information.   I have 
therefore instructed our Club Manager to ensure a copy of 
all such transmissions is displayed on the Noticeboard 
opposite the entrance door to the lounge. 

Appeal for Coaches/Helpers 

Our Club continues to attract Junior and Beginner Members 
who enjoy the help provided by our willing coaches.   
Unfortunately the numbers of these Coaches/Helpers has 
fallen so to maintain the high standards set by our Club and 
to ensure we continue to attract these new members I would 
appeal to anyone who can spare some time to get in touch 



with our Club Manager or Bert Nicholson our Level 2 
coach.   They will advise you of the Coaching Programme 
and what is required to be a Coach/Helper. 

On Course Toilet 

At the Annual General Meeting in December, a member 
raised the question as to whether it would be possible to 
have a toilet facility incorporated at a suitable location on 
the course.   My proposal to form a small sub-group to look 
at 1. Feasibility. 2. Location and 3. Cost, was approved.    

I approached member Kenny MacGruer and he agreed to 
assist in researching the proposal.   I have since spoken to a 
senior member of SEPA in Dingwall and sought guidance 
regarding the best way forward.   He will look at options 
available to us and I hope to convene a meeting with SEPA 
and Kenny within the next few weeks. 

The financial implications of such a project are significant 
for our Club and I can assure you the utmost care will be 
taken to research and cost this project prior to any decision 
being taken. 

Hamish A. Milne 
Club Captain 

Handicap and Competitions Changes 2018 

We have received a communication from CONGU (The 
Council of National Golf Unions) regarding changes to the 
handicap system effective from 1st January, 2018. 

The most significant of these changes and the one most 
likely to be of interest to our membership is the increase in 
the maximum handicap to 54 for all playing members.   
Previously these were set at 28 for Gents and 36 for Ladies 
and Juniors.   At the January Council meeting it was agreed 
however the maximum allowed handicap for Club 
Competitions would remain at 28 and 36 (with some 
exceptions for specific competitions) although any scores 
submitted by a player with a handicap higher that the 
maximum would have their actual handicap adjusted 
according to the usual procedure.   The increase to 54 has 
resulted in the creation of Categories 5 and 6 for handicap 
purposes.   Upward adjustment will remain at 0.1 and 
downward adjustment will be 0.5 for Category 5 and 0.6 for 
Category 6.   Obviously at the moment there are no 
members with handicaps above 28 or 36 but as the season 
progresses it is just possible there may be. 

The letter from CONGU contains other changes which may 
not be as significant as the above but if any member wishes 
to see the additional changes they may access the letter via 
the link in the Members Section of the Club website.   
Alternatively, members may directly visit the CONGU 
website at www.congu.co.uk. 

Gordon McIntosh 
Competitions and Handicap Convenor 

Snippets: 

 A Burns Supper is to be held on 2nd February 
within the Clubhouse with a restriction on       
numbers.   The last few tickets are available at the 
Bar.  
 

 A Quiz Night is to be held on Friday 23rd February 
within the Clubhouse and details will be    posted 
online and on the Noticeboard. 
 

 Annual Membership renewals are due to be paid on 
or before 31st January, 2018, failing which their 
Membership Discount Card will become invalid. 

 


